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John Thernes, WM4T, and the City of 


Lakeside Park, Kentucky, have entered into a 
Consent Decree that will finally enable WM4T 


to erect a reasonable antenna system. John 
had originally asked for a seventy foot tower 
and an eight foot mast to-support a triband 
beam antenna at seventy feet and a two ele- 
ment forty meter beam at seventy-eight feet. 
The city's position for five years was that no 
antenna should be permitted whatsoever. 


In settling the dispute, John got most of 
what he asked for. Based upon the discussions 
held during a settlement conference on Febru- 
ary 12, 1987, in front of a Federal District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky, 


the City agreed to the following terms: 


(1.) A tower of sixty-five feet n height will 


be permitted. 
(2.) The eight foot mast to support the 
forty meter beam will be allowed. Total 
antenna height to be _ seventy-three 
feet. 
(3.) All necessary building permits will be 
issued and will remain free from any 
present or future ordinances which the 
city may enact. 


(4.) 


A eash payment of $13,800 will be made 
to WM4T. 
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This is a major victory for John and all 
of Amateur Radio. It is interesting to note 
that the cash payment represented virtually 
all legal fees from the effective date of 
PRB-1 to date. PRB became effective in Sep- 
tember of 1985. The legal fees prior to the 
effective date of PRB-1 were not recoverable 
since the judge felt there was no clear law on 
the books prior to the PRB-1 declaration. 


The Consent Decree was agreed to 
dased upon discussions in the Judge's cham- 
bers on Thursday, February 12, 1987, and just 
one day prior to the Oral Argument Hearing 
set by the Judge for February 13th. "We had 
been trying to settle with the Ciy several 
times before," John said, "yet they waited 
until the absolute last possible moment to 
settle." 


Once the terms of the settlement were 
worked out, the Judge asked that the decree 
be submitted to him for approval within ten 
days. Consequently, the Consent Decree was 
delivered to his Court on February 23, 1987. 
The Judge reviewed the document and gave it 
his signed approval the next day. The WM4T 
antenna battle officially ended on February 
24, 1987. 


The $13,800 award, when added to 


donations received via the Northern Kentucky 
Tower Fund still falls short of the total cost 
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by some $7,000. John hopes that the Amateur 
Radio community will see this victory as hav- 
ing enormous national benefit to all of Ama- 
teur Radio now that the community zoning 
boards will be forced to think twice before 
denying an amateur a permit for an effective 
antenna system which will provide for nation- 
al and international communication. 


the Dayton HamVention and he encourages 
everyone to drop by for additional details. He 
also "wishes to thank all of those amateurs 
who have given him their encouragement and 
Support; without it, the fight would have been 
much more difficult," he said. 


The importance of this legal battle is 
significant. The ease has major national impli- 
cations in that a ease is now on record at the 
Federal court level which establishes an 
antenna installation in the seventy foot range 
as a reasonable request to provide reliable 
national and international communications. 


Also, just as important, any future City 
or Municipality that tries to zone against 
amateur antennas will know that a City in 
Kentucky got burned for every penny of legal 
eosts from the effective date of PRB-1. 
(Refer to: Federal District Court, Eastern 
District of Kentucky, Case No. 83-218) The 
Consent Decree is a matter of public record 
and can be quoted in future cases. 


For a copy of the Consent Decree, 
please include a business size self-addressed 
stamped envelope and mail it to the Northern 
Kentucky Tower Fund. P.O. Box #17721, 
Lakeside Park, Kentucky 41017. (You might 
also include a small donation to defray John's 
eost of document reproduction.) 


JUST WHAT IS PRB-1?... 


For those of you that are not familiar 
with the FCC's 1985 Declaratory Ruling, the 
following brief explanation is given: 


(1.) On September 16, 1985, the FCC offi- 
cially adopted the following resolution: "While 
recognizing that there are certain general 
state and local interests which may legiti- 
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mately affect amateur radio facilities, state 
and local regulations which preclude amateur 
communications are in direct conflict with 
federal objectives and must be pre-empted." 


10 or more Quantit 
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(2.) The Commission declared that "local 
regulations which involve placement, sereen- 
ing or height of antennas based on _ health, . 
safety or asethetie considerations must rea- 
sonably accomodate amateur communications 
and represent the minimum practicable regula- 
tion to accomplish the purpose of the local 
authorities." » 


3.50 $3.00 plus | 
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(3.) The government position which carries 
the weight of law is that local and state gov- 
ernments can not arbitrarily prevent antenna 
effectiveness by ruling against them. 


Test Manual 
Novice 


(4.) The PRB-1 ruling was the result of a 
July 16, 1984, request by the ARRL entitled 
"Establishment of a Policy of Limited Federal 
Pre-emption of State and Local Regulation of 
Amateur and Other Radio Station Installation 
and Regulation." The League actually copied 
a filing identical to one filed six weeks earl- 
ier by a_ satellite broadcaster relative to 
baekyard dishes. 


The ARRL document asked the FCC to 
declare amateur antennas and their structures 
to be in the federal domain by declaring a 
limited pre-emption over them. The League 
stated at that time that the United States had 
never stated its interest in effective reliable 
amateur communications and that many cities 


have antenna ordinances not related to the 
safety and health of persons. 


The ARRL never mentioned that aes- 
theties should also be a consideration, but the 
FCC added that as a valid consideration. 


HOLDING AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR CLASSES? 
and need low-priced student manuals? We have them! 
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(5.) Interesting sidenote! The FCC had no 


legal instrument for such a matter so they 
simply picked the title "PRB-1" for Private 
Radio Bureau issue number one. They have 
since issued PRB-1 and 3. (PRB-3 seeks infor- 
mation about a system whereby amateurs may 
obtain a station call sign of their choice.) 


(Action by the Commission, September 16, 
1985, by Memorandum Opinion and Order 
(FCC 85-506) 


P.O. Box #10101-N 
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preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment. or 


license preparation materials. 


in making, 


cate (optional) is also available for $1.00. Details and accredi- 


My age is at least 18 years old." 


ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 
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AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS.... 


issued as of the first of March 1987: 


Radio Gp."A"Gp."B" Gp."C"™. Gp."D" 
District: Extra Adv. Tech/Gen. Novice 
0 NX@A KEQ@LN N@GHTN KAGZMI 
as NJIF KCICV NIERB KA1PQM 
2 NV2W KD2YL N2GZO KB2CPS 
3 NF3M KD3BB N3FIT KA3RAL 
4 (*) AA4ZK KK4HQ N4POT KB4YAE 
5 (*) WV5R KF5VK N5KGB KB5CDN 
6 (*) AA6BG KI6PY N6OZB KB6QGR 
7 NZ7I KE7YD N7JAU KB7ATH 
8 NV8Q KE8KA N8IBS'- KB8BIJ 
9 NQ9Y KESCR N9OGIE KAIWVC 
N.Mariana Is. AHGE AH@AC KHGAI WHIAAG 
Guam KH2A AH2BP KH2CL WH2AKT 
Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Palmyra/Jarvis AH5A 
Hawaii (**) AH6HQ NH6IJ WH6EBOV 
Kure Is. KH7AA 
Amer.Samoa AH8C AH8AC KH8AD WH8AAW 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AC KH9AD WH9AAF 
Alaska (**) AL7IV NL7KE WL7BNF 
Virgin Is. KP2R KP2BD NP2CA WP2AFK 
Puerto Rico WP4X KP4MF WP4DI WP4GUA 


bit.) 


Amateur Radio Magazine" even worries about 


(Note: [*] 2-by-1 format 'Group A’ call signs 
have run out in the 4th and 6th call districts 
and soon will in the 5th as well where only 
112 2X1's are still available for assignment. 
[**] Extra Class amateurs in both Alaska and 
Hawaii are being assigned 'Group B' eall 
signs since 'Group A' are no longer available. 


‘Puerto will be next! They only have 2 left!) 


cap eoape 


RE_ON_ 220-222 MHz TO LAND MOBILE... 


The Canadian DOC (Department of 
Communications) is in the process of review- 


ing all amateur radio spectrum allocations 


between 30 and 890 MHz. Amateurs north of 
the border are concerned that commercial 
interests need more spectrum and that ham 
band use is light. 


They fear that the U.S. FCC proposal 
(General Docket 87-14) to reallocate 220-222 
MHz to Land Mobile narrow band use could 
persuade Canada to do the same thing - or 
worse! An editorial in the March "Canadian 
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2-meter spectrum sharing with business radio. 


Meanwhile, the ARRL ...and many other 
groups are preparing to aggressively battle 
the FCC to retain the 220-222 MHz slice. The 
Federal Register of February 27 (Page 6024) 
details the proposed spectrum grab if you 
want to read it at your local library. Com- 
ments are due: April 6, replies by April 21st. 
(Send original and at least 5 copies to the: 
Secretary, FCC; 1919 "M" Street NW, Wash- 
ington DC 20554. Be sure to refer to General 
Docket 87-14) 


Even though industry would have been 
satisfied with obtaining spectrum between 216 
and 220 MHz, the FCC chose to retain the 
maritime/aeronautical/land mobile and fixed 
allocations there and take spectrum from the 
amateur service for a new business ACSB nar- 
row band radio radio service. 


Art Reis, K9XI, of the Chicago based 
publication "220 Notes" is circulating an "Out- 


line of Arguments Against 87-14". He has all 


sorts of reasons too lengthy to go into here. 


Among them: 


Technical Reasons: 

Even with the space saving technology 
of ACSB, there is not enough space to satisfy 
land mobile. 

Loeal oscillator interference will exist 
from viewers of TV channels 7 and 10 and 
ACSB interference to those viewers. 

Second harmonic interference from the 
FM broadeast band will affect 220-222 MHz. 
(2.) Novice Enhancement: 

The 220-MHz is not underpopulated par- 
ticularly in view that 220 will be frequented 
by Novices due to the new privileges. 

(3.) Document 220-222 MHz use 

The ARRL Repeater Directory is not 
the sole authority on 14-meter band utiliza- 
tion. Document all 220-222 MHz use. 

FCC proposal stabs at the very heart of 
897.1 by reducing weak signal use, control/- 
audio links and any future new technologies 
that may come along. 


Art Reis/K9XI ean be reached at his 
home address by mail: (308 Eastgate Court, 
New Lenox, IL 60451-2208) or via CompuServe 
(73200,1024) 


KOWALSKI GIVEN LAND MOBILE AWARD.... 


Meanwhile, eyebrows are being raised 
about the FCC's Ray Kowalski being the first 
recipient of the Bowler Award. The announce- 
ment was made by Jay Kitchen, president of 
NABER. The National Association of Business 
and Educational Radio, sponsor of the annual 
award, is the leading Land Mobile industr 
organization ...the same group that stands to 
greatly benefit from narrow band ACSB chan- 
nels at 220 MHz. 


Kowalski oversees the Amateur Radio 
Service through his position as Chief of the 
FCC's Special Service Division which super- 
vises the Personal Radio Branch. Bowler was 
a former chief of the Land Mobile and Micro- 
wave Division Bureau, who died from cancer 
in 1985 at age 39. 


Actually, Kowalski, had little to do 
with the FCC proposing to reduce the 220- 
MHz ham band by some 40%. That NPRM 
came out of the FCC's Office of Science and 
Technology ...although Ray tells me the mat- 
ter was "coordinated" with his office. 


Ray was honored at NABER's Annual 
Meeting in Arlington, Virginia "for govern- 
ment career excellence", on Monday, March 
9th. (I wonder what his acceptance speech 
sounded like in view of the 220-222 MHz 
issue!) cancane 


FCC_ISSUES NEW FCC FORM 610 "DRAFT" 


The FCC has forwarded a "draft copy" 
of the new FCC Form 610, Application for 
Amateur Radio Station and/or Operator 
License to all VEC's. The new Form 610 pro- 
vides for: 


(1.) ...certification by two Administering 


Volunteer Examiners (VE's) for the Novice 
volunteer examination system and for: 


(2.) ...a revised Administering VE Report for 


examinations administered under the. Techni- 
cian and higher VE/VEC system. 


Although previous information was that 
the June 1984 and July 1985 versions of the 


attached to the draft copy indicates that the 
previous versions "will remain in use _ until 


WSYI REPORT c.c.. 


‘printed the new Form 610 and it is unknown 


Form 610 follows: 


Form 610 could be used, a Public Notice 
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revised forms are available." The Government 
Printing Office has not yet typeset and 


{at this point) just when GPO will get to it. 
We will let you know when it is available. 


We have printed up 6,500 of the "draft" 
copy and have sent quantities to each of our 
active Volunteer Examining teams for their 
use. In addition, we are including one with 
this newsletter for your information. This 
form is reproduced from a rather poor photo- 
copy but ean be used temporarily when certi- 
fying new Novices. (You also ean photocopy it 
if you need more. Photocopy on buff color 
paper and remember to use the new Novice 
question pool released February 23rd when 
examining new Novices. More on this later.) 


Hr. "Learn the Code" Cassette Tape 


W5YI NOVICE PACKAGE: $21.95 + $2.40 Shipping 


l1- 


A list of the new changes in the FCC 


(1.) The Volunteer Examiner Team Report is 
now called the Administering VE's_ Report. 


Provisions have been made for both Element 
3A (Technician) and Element 3B (General 
Class) on Lines "A", "B" and "D". As you 
know, the Technician/General written Element 
3 was Separated into separate Technician and 
General examinations. 


(2.) Provision has been made for granting 
written examination credit on Line "B", VE's 
merely enter the date of the Certificate(s) of 


Successful Completion. 


(3.) VE's now eheek Line "E", "El" or "E2" 
indicating the applicant's class of license 
qualified for. Line "I" is for VEC use. 


(4.) Lines #13, 14 and 15 (concerning failed 
examinations during the past 30 days) has 
Deen eliminated since there is now no waiting 
period to retake a failed examination. 


We have developed a complete Novice Package that 
enables an Amateur Radio Operator candidate to learn 


(5.) Section IIA (Back of application) Novice 
applications must now be certified by two 
(General Class and higher) volunteer exami- 
ners who need not be accredited by a VEC. 
Three accredited VE's must, of course, sign in 
Section IIB if applicant is administered exami- 
nation elements higher than Element 2 (Novice 
written) and 1A (Novice 5 word per minute 
Morse code.) 
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SAME DAY SHIPPING! code tapes, telegraph key, tone oscillator, battery... 


wosevvu 


W5YI Novice NEW Question/Answer Guide 


FCC Rule Book, Code Oscillator, Telegraph key... 


A $40.00 Value!). 


any form. 


and more! Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back! 
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HOW _TO GIVE A NOVICE HAM TEST.... 


Since (effective Mareh 21st at 0001 
UTC) Novices ean operate in the voice mode 
(SSB) on 10 meters, through 222-224 MHz and 
1270-1295 MHz repeaters and via packet 
(computer-to-computer on ten meters) we 


should be seeing an increase in the number of 


applicants that want to enter amateur radio. 


It is important that every General Class 
(and higher) amateur be fully aware of what 
the requirements are to administer a Novice 


examination. They are as follows: 


(1.) It now takes two General (or higher) 
Class VE amateurs to conduct Novice exami- 
nations. They must be at least 18 years old, 
not be related to the applicant, not have a 
significant interest in the amateur license 
preparation or equipment business ...and have 
a clean amateur radio record. 


(2.) No longer do you request the written 
examination from the FCC. As of 1983, the 
VE constructs the Novice written examination 
by selecting questions according to a formula 
from the Element 2 question pool. Effective 
March 21, 1987, the Novice question pool con- 
tains 302 questions and the test itself must be 
made up of at least 30 questions. 


(3.) The two member VE team need not use 
multiple choice answers. The answer can be in 
The only requirement is that the 
questions be properly selected from each of 
the subelements. You can even construct the 
test so that true/false answers be used. The 
examination can even be given orally. You ask 
the question and if you are convinced the 
applicant knows the material, you can pass 
him on the question! 


(4.) As you no doubt know, the various 
question pools are maintained by the VEC's 
now. They have agreed not only on the 302 
Novice Pool questions, but also on a suggested 
multiple choice answer format. 


(5.) In order to facilitate the administration 
of Novice examinations, we have prepared a 


Novice Examination Kit containing: 


(a.) 


...a Novice Manual containing all 


ice Code Course that teaches the Morse code 
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302 questions, suggested multiple choice 
answers - with the correct answer identified. 
(This is to be given to the applicant to study.) 


(b.) ...two sample Novice tests for 
the applicant to try before taking the actual 
examination. 


(e.) ...three actual examinations for 
VE use. These examinations have the proper 
number of questions from each subelement 
selected. You simply hand the test to the 
applicant and, when returned, grade it based 
on an included answer sheet. 


(d.) ...& Novice (5 word per minute) 
Morse code test cassette tape containing ten 
different Novice examinations - complete with 
all instructions to the applicant. (As of Janu- 
ary Ist, all Morse code tests must contain all 
letters, numerals and certain punctuation and 
operating procedure signs.) 


(If the applicant needs to learn the 
code, we have available a two cassette Nov- 


(from ground zero) and prepares the applicant 
for the 5-wpm code test. Cost: $9.95) 


(e.) ...a@ Supply of the new FCC Form 
610's providing two spaces for VE's to certify 
Novice examinations. 


The cost of this Novice Examination Kit 
is $9.95 postpaid from W5YI-VEC. (P.O. Box 
#10101, Dallas, TX 75207) It is only available 
to. General Class (and higher) amateur radio 
operators. (Be sure to include your call sign 
and license class.) 


oaDpeoape 


Our piece on the possiblility of HF ama- 
teur spectrum loss has caused quite a stir -—- 
and an unusually large number of letters from 
readers! 


A bulletin in the March 2nd issue of 
"Broadcasting" magazine notes that "With only 
one week remaining of scheduled five week 
(HF Broadeasting) World Administrative Radio 
Conference in Geneva, industrialized and 
developing countries last week remained at 
odds over the basie question of using 
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computer-planning system in developing plans 
for use of shortwave frequencies." 


"One matter on which agreement has 
been reached is need for additional frequen- 
cies for shortwave broadeasting. WARC will 
eall on International Telecommunication 
Union's Administrative Council to convene 
conference to consider such reallocation." 


Our highly placed source said Dave 
Sumner's comments (K1ZZ/ARRL Veep) in our 
last issue "justifying why they (the ARRL) are 
not doing anything regarding the HF confer- 
ence ...is most interesting. ...On the other 
hand, the article on the shortwave listeners 
and their submittal of material on the "wood- 
pecker" indicates that the SWL's have their 
act together and are moving forward. Indeed 
the ARRL and the IARU should take careful 
note of this activity. Perhaps they could learn 
something about how to go about organizing 
things." 


"The IARU should have submitted a res- 
olution to the HFBC stressing the importance 
of the amateur HF bands and that they should 


remain intaet. The ITU Administrative Council 


that will develop the agenda for the HF Real- 
location Conference, likely to be held in 
1991, would have to take the resolution into 
consideration when developing the agenda for 
the Conference. The resolution is very impor- 
tant because it provides recognition and pro- 
tection." 


"Such a resolution should have been 
developed and coordinated in the IARU forum 
with the U.S. leading the way. The recent 
IARU conference in Buenos Aires would have 
been the ideal forum. Instead the IARU and 
the ARRL spent thousands of duespayer's 


funds to dicuss such trivial things as QSL 
standardization." 


"The amateurs stand to lose a great 
Entire bands such as 20 meters can be 
lost to the HF broadcasters. Indeed the cur- 
rent leadership of the ARRL and the IARU 
Should explain exactly why they have chosen 
to ignore this situation and do nothing over 
the past year or two." 


deal. 


"Another important factor must be con- 


Information 


sidered when examining the upcoming ITU 
conferences and the HF band users. In Sep- 
tember 1987, the ITU will hold a conference 
on the Mobile Services. Appendix 26 of the 
ITU Radio Regulations contains aeronautical 
mobile channel plans for several HF bands. 
The channel plans assign specific frequencies 
to the various countries of the world." 


"Appendix 26 was developed about 30 
years ago when there were only about 50 
countrires in the world. We now have about 
162 countries, 112 of which don't have any 
channels. In September, Appendix 26 will be 
considered in only limited form. The develop- 
ing countries will likely call for a future ITU 
conference where Appendix 26 will be re- 
worked. Redoing Appendix 26 is a major 
undertaking and the Mobile Conference will 
most likely pass a resolution calling for a 
future conference to develop a new channel 
plan." 


"The Mobile Conference will most likely 
recognize that additional frequency bands will 
be needed to satisfy the channe requirements 
of the new countries. The HF amateur bands 
are the most vulnerable to being reallocated 
to the aeronautical mobile service, and it is 
very likely that this would be accomplished at 
the HF Realloacation Conference." 


"Thus, the HF Reallocation Conference 
will have two groups that are very hungry for 
additional spectrum -- the HF broadcasters 
and the aeronautical mobile interests. 
is only so much HF spectrum, and there are 
only a few users. It doesn't take a genius to 
see what service is the most likely to lose a 
great deal of spectrum — the amateur ser- 
vice. In addition, the new HF broadcasting 
and aeronautical requirements will be led by 
the third world where the amateurs have very 
low statures." 


"We must recognize the perilous situa- 
tion that our precious HF bands are in and do 
something positive about it. Perhaps a new 
amateur organization in both the U.S. and 
internationally is called for." 


We also got a note from Fred Laun/- 
K3ZO (a foreign based employee of the U.S. 
Service) 


stating that three 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 
wish to be a volunteer examiner. I have never had my station o 


There — 


under "The W5YI Report" Program? If so, please send a copy 
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(Be certain shipping 


charges are included.) (Instructor's Manual 


$4.95 ea. plus $1.50 shipping.) 


~ Pasternak (WA6ITF). 
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amateurs were delegates to the HFBC WAKC, 
Dexter Anderson/W4KM, George Jacobs/- 
W3ASK and Bruce Doerle/K4BCD. "While not 
there to represent amateur radio interests," 
he writes, "I am sure they are capable of 
advising the U.S. delegation when something it 
is thinking of doing might arouse the anger of 
amateur radio operators." 


Another reader (Fred J. Friel, Jr./W3FU 


of Maryland) sent us an editorial from the 
January issue of the (Geneva) ITU's "Telecom- 
munication Journal" entitled "A Year of 
Promise." 
WARC session HFBC(2) — just concluded -- 


and the upcoming MOB-87 to be held for a 
period of five weeks in September/October. It 
_ cites the necessity of "improved planning for 


the Broadcasting Service" and "making appro- 
priate provisions" for public correspondence 
by aircraft. Referring to the ARRL's hand- 
ling, "Oblivious is a good word," Friel wrote 


> The oap+ ape 


Canadian Radio Relay League 
(CRRL) reports that members of RABC (the 


Radio Advisory Board of Canada) are cur- 


rently voting on a set of recommendations 
which, if implemented, would have the Minis- 


ter of Communications assume responsibility 


for the RF susceptibility of non-radio elec- 
tronic equipment. The Minister would have 
the authority to enact regulations that would 
foree manufacturers of non-radio electronic 
equipment to repair or replace such equip- 
ment, without charge, should that equipment 
malfunction in an RF field. The recommenda- 
tions were prompted by concern over the Jack 
Ravenscroft (VE2SR) case. Jack was forced 
off the air for "nusiance" after his amateur 
radio equipment interfered with a neighbor's 
microwave oven, furnace ...and other electric 
appliances. At least two members of RABC 
(the Canadian Amateur Radio Federation and 
CRRL) will be voting in favor of the measure. 


€ The North American Teleconference 
Radio Network (TRN) will present "The Art of 


Selling Amateur Radio" on Friday night, May 


8th. Sharing the microphone will be Roy Neal 
(K6DUE), 'Frosty' Oden (N6ENV), and Bill 


the broadeast field. Each has a unique and 
particular interest in Amateur Radio. TRN is 
heard thoughout the North American continent 
on more than 200 Amateur Radio Repeater 


It comments on both the second 


All are professionals in, 
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Stations. A list of those stations can be 
obtained by submitting an S.A.S.E. to: T.R.N. 
Net Manager, Tim Loewenstein (WAQIVW); 
P.O. Box #1231, Kearny, NE 68848. The pro- 
gram gets underway at 8:00 p.m. C.S.T. 


Pe A question has come up regarding 
whether General Class amateurs can now act 
as VE's for the Technician Class Element 3A 
examination. The rationale for this is that the 
enabling legislation (Public Law 97-259, Sep- 
tember 14, 1982) requires that volunteer 
examiners must have passed the next highest 
amateur radio operator test element (if one 
exists.) Only the new Element 3A is required 
for Novices to acquire a Technician ticket. 
All General Class licensees must, of course, 
have passed Element 3 (or effective March 
21st, Element 3B.) We have written the FCC 
for an opinion. 


r) We still have quantities of Q&A man- 
uals for the three new written examination 
elements. The new Novice (Element 2), Tech- 
nician (Element 3A) and General (Element 3B) 
are $4.00 + $1.25 postage each. They contain 
all word-for-word questions, multiple choices 
and correct answer identified. Order from: 
W5SYI-VEC; P.O. Box 10101; Dallas, TX 75207. 


ape ape 


NETWORK _ ASSISTS SINKING VESSEL 


The International Amateur Radio Net- 
work based in Belgrade Lakes, Maine, is 
headed up by KIMAN, Glenn Baxter. Glenn, a 
professional engineer, is an interesting fellow. 
He is also same guy that appealled the ama- 
teur AM transmitter power level issue all the 
way up to the U.S. Supreme Court! He con- 
tends the double-sideband AM'er lost power 
..and therefore privileges, when the FCC 
changed amateur transmitter power from 1000 
watts direct power input to 1500 watts peak 
envelope power (PEP) output. 


His I.A.R.N. is a well publicized ama- 
teur short-wave emergency service. It does do 
good work ...even though sometimes it appears 
to operate on the fringes of proper amateur 
eonduct. 


Recently, on February 10th, an I.A.R.N. 
net member heard a vessel calling MAY DAY 
on 14.323 MHz. The Coast Guard in Charle- 
ston, S.C. was notified but they couldn't make 
eontaect with the sinking U.S. fishing vessel 


"Six Kids" with five crew members on board. 
Glenn established contact and then acted as 
net control for the joint Coast Guard/radio 
amateur rescue effort. 


A Coast Guard rescue plane was immed- 
iately dispatched to an area just 10 miles off 
the coast of Cuba. The vessel had drifted 
inside the 16 mile limit for non-Cuban vessels. 
The Coast Guard notified Glenn confidentially 
by telephone that they were unable to get 
permission from the Cuban government to go 
inside the 16 mile limit. The vessel cnly had 
two life jackets and no life raft aboard. 


A decision was reached to drop a 
marker flare and a pump at the 16 mile limit. 
K1MAN instructed "Six Kids" to head for that 
point even though it increased their intake of 
water and took it further from the shore. The 
Coast Guard relayed all information through 
Glenn's ham station. 


Twenty meter propagation faded about 
6 p.m. and a change to forty (7.293 and 7.263 
MHz) was attempted. Amateur contact was 
lost. The Coast Guard rescue plane reported 
that they heard "Six Kids" on 7.000 MHz - a 
Morse code only frequency. Contact was 
eventually re-established on 14.323. The 
Coast Guard asked Glenn to pick another fre- 


queney. Glenn chose 10.125 MHz - another 
eode only subband. They operated in voice, 
however! 


At about 10 p.m. the engine on "Six 
Kids" quit. During the night, a Coast Guard 
cutter arrived to tow the helpless fishing boat 
back to Key West, Florida. 


The Coast Guard has written Glenn/- 
K1MAN and his I.A.R.N. a very nice letter of 
commendation. FCC officials in Florida stated 
to I.A.R.N. member, Mike Galego/KA4MUJ 
that use of voice on the 10.125 MHz Morse 
eode only channel was entirely proper under 
these eircumstanees and also commended 


I.A.R.N. and the Coast Guard for a job well 
done. 


The FCC has written Glenn Baxter/- 
K1MAN, net control of the International Ama- 
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teur_ Radio Network, seeking information 
about a formal complaint received charging 
that Glenn violated Section §97.110 (prohibit- 
ing business communications) and Section 
§97.110 (prohibiting broadeasting) on the 
twenty meter ham band during an earthquake 
erisis last fall in El Salvador. 


An unnamed complainant provided a 
tape recording to the FCC of an amateur 
radio contact between KIMAN and HC2DZ- 
/YS1, a San Salvadoran amateur station. 
Glenn is charged with allowing Mare Singer of 
CBS News to conduct interviews and to 
gather information concerning the earthquake. 


John B. Johnston, W3BE, Chief of the 
FCC's (Washington, D.C.) Personal Radio 


Branch wrote Glenn on February 26th... 


"An amateur station may not be used 
for any activity directly related to program 
production or newsgathering for broadcast 
purposes. News information may be conveyed 
by an amateur station only when all of these 
conditions are met: (1.) the event is unfor- 
seen; (2.) the news information is directly 
related to the event; (3.) the event involves 
the safety of human life or the immediate 
protection of property; and (4.) the news 
information cannot be transmitted by any 
means other than by an amateur station 
because of the remote location of the origina- 
ting station or because normal communications 
have been disrupted. If alternative communi- 
eation facilities are available, an amateur 
station may not be used to convey the infor- 
mation, even if the other elements are pres- 
ent." 


Baxter responded by requesting a certi- 
fied copy of the tape. He pointed out that the 
incident took place some five months ago. 
Glenn said that CBS News was continuously 
eonnected (for nine hours) via phone patch to 
E] Salvador. "...the U.S. Embassy was com- 
pletely destroyed" and there was concern for 
easualties - also CBS News correspondent 
Andy Triaz had not been heard from and had 
not communicated with CBS News. K1IMAN 
said he also responded to a request from the 
BBC in London who "were understandably 
frantic about the 80 British nationals in San 
Salvador..." 


